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appears to have been held by women. When Harfisavega the Assamese
ambassador came to interview Harsa, ho dismissed the chowrie-bearer
who was waiting on both of them.1
It is worth noting here that this parasol, which was the emblem
of royalty, can be seen on several Gupta coins which are styled as
coins of the Chalra type, On such coins of Candra Gupta II,
the emperor is seen standing with his left hand resting on his
sword-hilt, while behind him is a dwarf attendant holding the royal
parasol over him.2 It is not unreasonable to assume that the king
appeared and departed in public, especially in an Assembly Hall in
this manner.
In such a hall all the business of the State must have been
transacted. The selection of an heir to the throne either by the
father or by the nobles was probably made in such a hall in the
presence of courtiers. The allusion to the selection of Samudra
Gupta in his Allahabad inscription, suggests such an inference. It
relates how he, " looked at by the faces melancholy (through the
rejection of themselves) of others of equal birth (tulyakulaja), while
the attendants of the courts (sabfiyesu) breathed forth deep sighs
(of happiness), was bidden by his father, who, exclaiming ' verily
(he is) worthy', embraced him"8. In such a hall, the king's
feudatories came and bowed down to him, as can be proved by the
Kahaum stone pillar Inscription of Skanda Gupta, dated A. D. 460-61
This record states that in his reign his hall of audience (upasthana)
was ' shaken by the wind caused by the falling down (in the act of
performing.obeisance) of the heads of a hundred kings5.4
2.   Reception at Court: Common People.
The king granted to various types of people the favour of an audience.
Common people, feudatories, ambassadors from other kings and princes,
were permitted to see him. Before interviewing the sovereign, the
visitor had to be announced by a door-keeper (Dauvtirika) who, on being
permitted to do so, conducted such a person before the king. Bana,
was called forth by such a door-keeper, Pariyatra, who happened to
be Harsa's chief door-keeper, his special favourite. Such an official
was called the Mahtipratihdra. He was tall, Ms breast was adorned
with a string of pearls and he had two jewelled ear-rings in his ears.
He greeted Bana from afar and with his top-knot bent down to the
1 Bana, op. at., p. 211, text, p. 214,
3 Allan, Catalogue, pp. 34-37.
8 Fleet, op. cit., (I), p, II, text, p. 6,